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Minutes of the Exe Valley Rotary 
Annual General Meeting 
Held at the Hartnoll Hotel 
On 17 June 2026





1) Introduction.  EVR President Richard Watson presided.   
a) Attendance: 26 club members. 
b) Object of Rotary was read by Sarah-Jane Trevor.

2) Minutes of last AGM and Business Meeting.
a) Minutes of AGM 11 June 2025 were approved at the 9 July 25 Business Meeting.  
b) Minutes of Business Meeting held on 13 May 2026. Proposer: Richard Gough. Seconder: Bruce Pearson.  All were in favour.

3) Rotary GB&I Compliance Statement. This was signed by President Richard Watson and Secretary Tim Barton. Approval was given at the last Business Meeting, 13 May 26.

4) Notices, Reports and Decisions required:
a) President. Richard Watson felt that the ethos of Rotary was still very strong in EVR, with a diverse group of people from different backgrounds and Membership numbers still holding up well (39 members). He summarised the highlights of Rotary activity for 2025/26. 
i) Revenue generators were the Uffculme Show, Templeton Trail, Collections for Marie Curie and other individual efforts.
ii) Speakers included Rachel Gilmour MP, Prof Watkinson, Dick Sibley (Vet), Vikram Deveraj (surgery in the 3rd World), Becks Pearson (Land Girls), Giles Edmonton Law (Bletchley Park) and various Club Members.
iii) Visits to Exeter Heat from Waste Plant, Local Vineyard, Tiverton Museum, Local Pumping station and Taunton (Ladies 20/20 Cricket, Eng v India).
b) Vice President – Richard Gough – summarised his intentions for next year. 
i) The Club Officers for 26/27 would be: Richard Gough (President), Martin Peat (Secretary) and Bob Rice (Treasurer). These nominees were voted in: Proposer, Gavin Haig; Seconder, Andy Harris.  All members were in favour. 
ii) He felt that the routine of weekly Hartnoll Hotel meetings should be reduced by introducing a variety of activities to maintain interest by members. 
iii) He also felt that the present committee structure would cease and be replaced by lead members for projects. He identified those who had agreed to be the project leads and their deputies. 
c) Treasurer – Bob Rice – Provided a Financial Overview as per report. A vote was made: Proposer, Bob Fuller; Seconder, Wendy Mills. All were in favour.
i) Subs for 26/27.  The amount to be charged for subs for 26/27 is not clear, however, it is likely that District subs will increase from £13 per member to £21. A total amount for subs of £144 per member per annum was suggested (£12 pm). Proposer, Bruce Pearson: Seconder, William Withers. All were in favour.
ii) Subs Payment. The Treasurer reminded all members not to pay their subs before 1st July 2026 as this presented accounting difficulties.
iii) Possible Resignations. Members were reminded that if they were considering resignation from EVR they should do so before 30th June 2026 to prevent the Club (and them) paying a fee to RGB&I on 1st July. 
[Post Meeting Note: On 18 June 26, Secretary emailed all EVR members to remind them of this requirement and not to leave it to the last minute.] 
d) Secretary / website – Tim Barton. Nil
e) Uffculme Show Actions. Martin Peat had negotiated with the Uffculme Show Association and agreed a more central, favourable location at Bridwell Park for the EVR Catering tent on Show Day, 23 Aug 26. 
i) Container. The container is now empty and sold to Rotarian John Radford.  However, some items from the container are stored temporarily by David Disney who would like to free up space in his barn whenever a home is found for the equipment.  
f) Membership – Bruce Pearson.  Rotary Clubs generally are struggling to recruit new members due to societal changes, however, EVR has welcomed 3 new members during Rotary Year 25/26. He felt that member attendance has been boosted by a comprehensive and interesting speaker programme thanks to both Charles Denman and Chris Gregson. Guests are often invited, giving EVR and Rotary a wider exposure. All members are encouraged to invite guests and to offer speaker suggestions for the programme.
g) Youth and Dictionaries. Bob Fuller. The consignment of dictionaries has been delayed (currently in Oman) and is not expected until 19 July 26, after the school term has ended. Alternative arrangements will be made.
h) Community Service. Martin Peat. EVR continues to support Marie Curie with regular collections at a local supermarket.
i) Tiverton Fun Day – Rugby Club, 5 July 26. It is agreed that EVR would assist with the Fun Day and that any donations to charities would be ‘double badged’ to recognise the effort from both EVR and Tiverton RCs.
i) International / Foundation – Richard Taylor. Updated Members on RGB&I initiatives.
j) KIVA – Andy Mayne’s written brief informed that the original EVR stake of $2,000 is loaned to and being repaid by 35 different people worldwide. A total of $20,100 has been loaned to 325 people since inception in April 2019, a loan recycling rate of 10.05 times. Loans to Females = 55.7% and Males = 44.3% mainly in Agriculture (38.4%), Food (21.8%) and Retail (10.5%). Several deductions were due to: donations to KIVA; currency losses; and defaults. Total amount $528.30.
k) Fellowship / Programme – Chris Gregson recognised and thanked Charles Denman for his past work to produce a comprehensive social programme. Chris thanked members for all their proposals and to keep the suggestions coming as summarised by the President above.
i) Golf – 15 July. A golf session will be held at Sampford Peverell. It will be a fun event aimed at people of all levels of golfing competence. More details to follow soon. This will be followed by dinner at The Globe Inn. 
ii) Thanks.  Members thanked Chris for his efforts with applause.
l) Interact.  David Disney. Uffculme School Interact got off to a good start, however, progress has slowed due to staff conflict with main school duties. Also, an Interact member has asked to take part in the Rotary Youth Exchange programme; this should be encouraged. Finally, David thanked Chris Steele for his assistance and Les Christiansen for initiating the Interact Project. 
m) Inter-Club Liaison – Wendy Mills. EVR has engaged with Tiverton and Exmoor RCs to support: Shelterbox; Exmoor Youth Challenge; Santa Grotto and Fun Day. Sufficient funds for 3 Shelter Boxes was raised and approx. £10,000 for Children’s Hospice SW from the Youth Challenge. Other charity fund raising events were supported. 
n) Quartermaster/Bosun. Richard Vickery. Some EVR Club bow-ties are still available for purchase should they be required. Further Rotary related items will be purchased on a ‘as required' basis.
o) Templeton Trail – William Withers. Another event will held next Spring, 2027.
p) Other Clubs and District 1175.  
i) District Governor Sam Cross and her husband are expected to attend next week’s EVR Assembly on 24 June 26. 
q) Notices. 
i) Tiverton Hospital Wildlife Garden. The garden will be open for viewing on Sat/Sun, 27th and 28th June, 11.00 to 14.00. Members are welcome to visit.
ii) EVR Raffles. William Withers asked members to recognise the contribution to EVR finances made by the surplus from raffles of wine arranged regularly by Arthur Heywood. Members thanked Arthur with hearty applause.
iii) VP Medallion. The Vice President medal and ribbon is missing, despite a search. Does EVR have one and where is it?  Please can everyone search their possessions to find the missing medal.

5) Any Other Business – Nil.

6) Master at Arms –  N/A.

7) Final Toast - “Rotary around the World”

Tim Barton
Secretary Exe Valley Rotary
21 June 26
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