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Minutes of the Exe Valley Rotary Business Meeting 
Held at the Hartnoll Hotel 
On 17 December 2025





1) Introduction.  EVR President Richard Watson presided.  Attendance: 18 club members. Object of Rotary was read by Andy Harris.

2) Minutes of last Business Meeting, 12 Nov 25, an Ad Hoc Meeting, 26 Nov 25 and Donations Meeting, 3 Dec 25 were all approved.  Proposer: William Withers. Seconder: Bruce Pearson.  All were in favour.	

3) Notices, Reports and Decisions required:
a) President – Richard Watson. 
i) Thanks to James Gregson for his presentation on South American countries.
ii) The additional £40 for Dictionaries (price increase from £3.80 to £4.00 each) was formalised. Initial authorisation by Pres, Treas and Sec needed ratifying: 
(1) Proposer: Tim Barton. Seconder: William Withers. All were in favour.
b) Treasurer – Bob Rice - Financial Overview as per report. 
c) Secretary / website – Tim Barton – For information, Steve Martin was elected as Rotary GB&I Board and Rotary International Director (EVR voted for 1. Caroline Millman and 2. Steve Martin).
d) Uffculme Show Summary and EVR Container. Martin Peat updated members following discussion with the Uffculme Show Association (USA) as follows:
i) A joint planning meeting between EVR and USA to be held in Feb/Mar 26.
ii) USA is not fully committed to holding a 2026 Show at present.
iii) Location of an EVR Food Tent and a pitch fee to be agreed. EVR needs to confirm that it will provide this again. Poor weather was a significant factor in poor financial returns for the EVR Catering at the last show.
iv) The USA is not interested in owning the EVR ISO container. However, EVR member John Radford has offered £1,000 for the container.  A vote was taken to accept John Radford’s very kind offer; this was accepted unanimously.  Additionally, MP would ensure that the container is cleared ready for handover in March 2026.
v) Vote for MP to continue negotiations with the USA as summarised above.  Proposer: Martin Peat.  Seconder: Richard Watson. All in favour.
e) Membership – Bruce Pearson.  No update.
f) Youth and Dictionaries. Further to the price increase of £40 above, Bob Fuller, has ordered dictionaries.  Delivery in June 26. 
g) Community Service – Martin Peat briefed:
i) Thank you letters received from Charities who had benefitted from recent EVR donations.
ii) Additionally, many bags of food and £220 were collected from EVR members and were delivered to St Andrews Foodbank, Cullompton. Thanks to MP and Richard Gough, and, especially, to Sarah-Jane Trevor for arranging this.
h) International / Foundation – No update.
i) KIVA – Tim Barton stated that KIVA repayments to EVR were sufficient to make additional for micro-loans. Andy Mayne to undertake this. 
i) Martin Peat suggested that EVR efforts to help people in underdeveloped countries through KIVA should be publicised.  Tim Barton to contact Lewis Clark at Tiverton Gazette. 
j) Fellowship / Programme – Chris Gregson has arranged a programme from Jan to May 2026 with possibilities for additional speakers after that. Tim Barton to publish the new programme on the Club website.
k) Interact.  David Disney briefed that Uffculme School Rotaract is moving forward and is currently collecting clothes for refugees in Calais.
l) Inter-Club Liaison – Wendy Mills.  No update.
m) Other Clubs. 
i) Santa’s Grotto – Tiverton RC Santa’s Grotto is progressing. 
ii) Tiverton RC 75th Anniversary.  A celebration lunch was well attended and was enjoyable. Several EVR members attended. 
iii) Ilfracombe RC will celebrate it’s 100th anniversary at the Barnstaple Hotel at 12.00 on Tuesday 14th April 2026.  EVR Pres and Sec will attend, and the invitation is open to all EVR members. Tim Barton to circulate details to all members separately.
4) Any Other Business – None.

5) Master at Arms –  N/A.

6) Happy Christmas to all and the Final Toast - “Rotary around the World”


Tim Barton
Secretary Exe Valley Rotary
18 Dec 25
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