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Minutes of the Exe Valley Rotary Business Meeting 
Held at the Hartnoll Hotel 
On 8 October 2025



1) Introduction.  EVR President Richard Watson presided.  Attendance: 17 club members. Object of Rotary was read by Joe O’Brien.

2) New Member Induction.  Toby Gray, Army Inflow Integration, was introduced to EVR by sponsor Bruce Pearson and formally inducted by President 

3) Minutes of the last Council Meeting 9 July 25 were approved.  Proposer: Bob Fuller. Seconder: Richard Gough.  All were in favour.

4) Minutes of last Business Meeting, 10 Sep 25 were approved.  Proposer: Richard Gough. Seconder: William Withers.  All were in favour.	

5) Notices, Reports and Decisions required:
a) President – Richard Watson.  Items will be summarized under relevant headings below.
b) Treasurer – Bob Rice - Financial Overview as per report. 
i) Rotarian Terry Dormer sold a picture from his recent exhibition and wishes to donate 50%, £30 to EVR.  It was agreed that £30 should be transferred to the Charity Account for altruistic use when decided.  Treasurer to complete.
c) Secretary / website – Tim Barton – no comments.
d) Uffculme Show Summary.  It was agreed at the earlier council meeting that Martin Peat should liaise with the Uffculme Show Association and Rotarian John Radford to determine a way forward for the EVR Container.  MP to present findings to Club to decide.  All present agreed with this approach.
e) Membership – Bruce Pearson was still pursuing the possible provision of a defibrillator at the Hartnoll Hotel. Ongoing.
f) Youth – Bob Fuller. Final number of Year 6 pupils from local schools is 199.  EVR funding for dictionaries is already allocated.  BF to continue with arrangements. Full details in Council Minutes. All agreed.
i) Secretary Note: The cost of each dictionary is £3.80.  If any member would like to purchase any, please liaise with BF.  Six dictionaries are available immediately (from last year) and a further one is expected in June 2026.  An example dictionary will be brought to the next meeting for viewing.
g) Interact.  David Disney informed that Uffculme School teachers are assembling a team of students for the Interact project.  Ongoing.
h) Community Service – Nil. 
i) International / Foundation – Richard Taylor suggested raising money for District by walking, such as by playing a game of pétanque.  Additionally, a Duck Race could be arranged to generate funds.  RT to explore further, invite support for the activities and communicate details as appropriate.
j) KIVA – Tim Barton.  An overview of KIVA was provided.  Despite a ‘defaulted’ payment from a person in Colombia, the EVR KIVA account continues successfully.  A full KIVA brief is provided on the EVR website.
k) Fellowship / Program – Pres reminded all that additional speakers are aways required in forthcoming months.  All to assist by inviting people to speak. 
l) EVR Christmas Party is to be held 10th December 2025 at the Hartnoll Hotel
i) Singer Lydia Fitton to provide entertainment.  
ii) The festive menu has been amended to include a beef main course and two bottles of wine will be provided per table.  
iii) Prices will be £33 for two courses or £38 for 3 courses.  
iv) Menu choices and names of guests to be sent to David Disney in the next few weeks (this would be appreciated) and by end-November at the very latest.  
v) [bookmark: _Hlk210990643]Payment for the meal is also appreciated at the time of booking to ease co-ordination of the bookings and payment to the hotel on the night.  Please pay the usual account, Lloyds Bank Exe Valley Rotary, 309090 44259468.  
vi) The usual ‘opting out’ of an EVR evening is required if members do not wish to attend; guests will require to be booked in.  The lower meal cost of £33 will be charged for a ‘no show’. 
vii) Dress: Black-tie or lounge suit & tie for men and equivalent for ladies was suggested and agreed.  
viii) Sec to distribute amended details to Club Members and EVR friends. 
ix) All agreed with the above arrangements.
m) Hartnoll Hotel Staff Party.  It was proposed to members that £350 should be donated to the Hartnoll Hotel to contribute to their staff Christmas Party (details in Council Meeting Minutes).  Proposer: Richard Gough.  Seconder: Bruce Pearson.
n) Other Clubs – Santa’s Grotto. Tiverton RC have circulated details of tasks to undertake to support their Santa’s Grotto.  A number of EVR members have volunteered to assist with the event.  If there are any other volunteers, please let me know and I will pass on to TVR.  Tim Barton to keep EVR informed.

6) Any Other Business 
a) Sarah-Jane Trevor suggested the following: 
i) Easter Eggs.  Local Food-Banks would appreciate donations of Easter Eggs to distribute to those in need at the appropriate time.  S-JT to formulate ideas and make suggestions at the next Business Meeting.
ii) Hearing Loops.  It was noted that several members struggle to hear all dialogue during EVR meetings and that a hearing loop system in the Hotel could assist those in difficulty.  S-JT to pursue and update members as appropriate.
b) Well Done.  Gavin Haig thanked David Disney for his copious emails to enlighten members of the various EVR arrangements.  All supported the thanks.

7) Master at Arms –  N/A.

8) Final Toast - “Rotary around the World”


Tim Barton
Secretary Exe Valley Rotary
9 Oct 25
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