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Minutes of a Business Meeting 
Held at the Hartnoll Hotel 
at 21.00 on Wed 9 July 2025

  



1) Introduction. The Exe Valley Rotary Business Meeting was opened by the new EVR President, Richard Watson. 

2) Attendees: Richard Watson (Pres), Bob Rice (Treas), Bruce Pearson, 
Charles Denman, Bob Fuller, Andy Harris, Martin Peat, Richard Gough, 
William Withers, Sarah-Jane Trevor, John Freeman, Andy Mayne, Trefor Davies, Wendy Mills, Chris Gregson, Tim Barton (Sec) – Apols: Richard Taylor and Chris Steele.
  
3) Object of Rotary: Trefor Davies.

4) EVR Rotarian of the Year 24/25. The previous President, William Withers, awarded Wendy Mills the Rotarian of the Year for 2024/25, for her outstanding commitment and assistance to others in EVR.  Many congratulations to Wendy from us all. 

5) Minutes of CLUB AGM.  Acceptance of the AGM minutes were proposed by Martin Peat and seconded by Bob Fuller.  All members were in favour.

6) Minutes of the last Business Meeting. Acceptance of the last Business Meeting Minutes were proposed by Bruce Pearson and seconded by Charles Denman.  All members were in favour.

7) Resignation.  It was noted that Bruce West had resigned his EVR Membership on 
4 July.  General appreciation and thanks for Bruce’s efforts and commitment to EVR over the years were remembered.  He will be a sad loss to the Club.
a) Membership.  Members should invite friends/colleagues along to EVR meetings to encourage possible future membership.

8) Treasurer.  The Treasure reminded everyone that annual Rotary Subs of £125 per member were due and that payment has, so far, been leisurely. Please pay soonest.

9) Committees and Club Tasks. Membership of the various Committees and Club Tasks was discussed.  Members agreed to undertake duties and tasks as summarised in the attached ‘Key Posts and Committees 2025/26’ list.

10) Programme.  Charles Denman has agreed to continue to coordinate the EVR Programme and gradually hand over to Chris Gregson. It should be noted that all Club members should assist by suggesting speakers or, indeed, volunteering themselves.
a) Note that the visit on 20 Aug 25 to Wellhayes Vineyard is limited to 20 persons maximum.  Charles is coordinating. 

11) EVR Assistance Required.  Martin Peat highlighted several events being organised by EVR and other Rotary Clubs where assistance is required as follows: 
a) Tiverton Rotary Fun Day – Sun 20 Jul 25. General help for some of the day.
b) Marie Curie Collection – Sat 9 Aug 25. Tesco’s Tiverton. Four more collectors required.
c) Uffculme Show – Sun 31 Aug 25.  EVR Catering support needed to fill shifts.
d) Barnstaple Rotary Marathon – 23 Sep 25?? For SW Childrens Hospice – details to provided at the Barnstaple Link visit, 30 Jul 25.
e) Valentines Event – Feb 26. A plan is being ‘hatched’. Wendy Mills 

12) Rotary Giving and Fundraising.  The President shared District’s view that both fundraising and personal giving are of high importance.  Any good ideas to generate funds for EVR should be explored wherever possible.  

13) Any Other Business
a) Purchase of Crocus Corms, Rotary ‘Purple for Polio’ - £185 for box of 4,000 corms.  Members to contact the Secretary if there is sufficient interest to purchase a box.
b) Reminder that Rachel Gilmour MP will be next week’s Speaker on 23 Jul 25. 

14) Master at Arms.  Bob Rice, as Master at Arms, regaled humorous anecdotes and incidents about members, inviting them to make a minor contribution to Club funds for their perceived transgressions. Well done Bob.  All members are reminded to bring cash to future meetings!!!

15) Final Toast - “Rotary around the World”


T R Barton
EVR Sec
10 Jul 25
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