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President William Withers welcomed guests DG Tony Williams from Redruth, and AG Lynn Smith from Torquay.  Greetings were received on behalf of Redruth Rotary, and reciprocated.

DG Tony Williams said Grace.  Object of Rotary read by Rtn Andy Harris

The minutes of the previous EVR business meeting were approved with no matters arising for discussion today

President William has allocated committee places to each EVR member, with the intention of involving every member.   The up to date list will be maintained and can be accessed from the club website but the initial list is appended to these minutes (see p3).  William explained he was very open to any requests for change should a committee chair particularly want an individual or should a members feel their talents and enthusiasm lay in a different committee. 

Rtn David Disney handed out tri-fold printed membership contact leaflets and was thanks for co-ordinating this.  If a member was absent from this meeting please ask David for a copy.  However contact details for members can also be accessed from the members’ area of the club website. 

Treasurer Rtn Bob Rice had pre-circulated his report.  No questions arose.   He explained the Charity account transfer has proven and remains problematic but is in hand.  He was grateful for the help provided by Rtn Wendy Mills in regards the handover.

Program – Thanks were expressed to Rtn Chris Gregson  and his team for organising an interesting and enlightening visit to the Calvert Trust.  

The next meeting will be a boat trip along the Jurassic Coast – pre-booking essential – embark Exmouth quay at 2pm.  Meal at Exmouth Rockfish at 6pm.  No formal meeting will take place at the Hartnoll but members not on the boat trip are welcome to meet there for a social evening.

Past President Martin Peat thanked those EVR Rotarians who attended Tiverton Rotary’s fun day to assist our “mother” club on their project day.

Rtn Richard Taylor reminded members that the annual Shelterbox meal will be held on 27th September.  Please note the date – more details later when known.

Kiva – Rtn Tim Barton reported that the Kiva investment has now recirculated almost 6 times with only one payment default at a cost of £150 (ins currency transaction losses).  Club’s money is working well under this scheme.  (There is a link on the club website to help members track club activity in this venture)

Uffculme show – different sized fliers for the show are now available for display in your area.
Rtn Marin Peat stressed the importance of this.  Please take as many as you can display.


There being nothing to report from other officers or committee chairs, our President welcomed DG Tony Williams to speak.   Tony then gave a lively, humorous but informative talk.  

He has managed to see some 50 of the 77 clubs in our area so far.  

He urged club to consider participating in Youth Speak, Youth Musician and Youth Chef competitions and announced a new challenge for this year, which he asked EVR to support in particular.  The Youth Apprentice Challenge opens 01-10-24 and will see clubs seeding £50 to a chosen school or local organisation, (or more than one if club so wished).  They would compete against each other for the best outcome through investment and/or by business enterprise by 15-0-2-25.  

Of the “profit” earned,  club's stake would be returned, with the balance divided half to the participating organisation / school, and one quarter each to Shelterbox and Literacy In A Box charities.  The Region’s overall winner (i.e. biggest profit) will receive an additional £500 and a trophy.  Rotary clubs can involve as many entrants as they wish.

There is an international drive to reform Rotary into Clusters rather than Regions, and a Cluster Conference was held locally earlier this year.   Our Cluster will link us to other Rotary clubs within the SW of England and South Wales, with each club’s members encouraged to assist other clubs in their Cluster to stage projects and provide labour support when needed.  With this in mind the Regional conference in Plymouth (7th - 9th March 2025) may be the last of it’s kind.  DG Tony has secured sufficient sponsorship to enable registration to that conference to be FREE to members (though accommodation and registration to meal events would incur a fee).  He thought this was the first time free admission to Regional conference had been offered and urged EVR members to attend, even if only for one session.

Rtn Wm Withers gave a vote of thanks to Tony for travelling up from “Droof” to visit us (and even got his name right – at the end).


No AOB.   

Following the wine draw, William Withers won the charity draw – and will notify the Treasurer of his preferred charity in due course.

Final toast at 21.35 hrs.

Next meeting – Jurassic coast cruise.  Thereafter - see program on club website.
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